
The mission of the Hoard Historical Museum is to preserve, protect and promote the 
history and culture of Fort Atkinson and the surrounding area from its earliest inhabitants to 
the present day.  

 
  

1. Call to Order  

2. Roll Call 

3. Public Comments: This time is set aside for members of the public to address comments to the board of the Fort Atkinson 
Historical Society and the Hoard Historical Museum. Comments are limited to three minutes per individual.  Anyone wishing to 
speak is required to sign up in advance or they may address the board now but must state their name, contact information, and the 
subject matter.  No action, immediate or otherwise, will be taken on any public comments unless the item is also elsewhere on the 
agenda. 

4. Approval of previous board meeting minutes and committee meeting 

5. Director’s Report 

6. Treasurer’s Report 

7. Committee Reports: Development  

8. Approval of checks over $500 for June  

9. Event updates regarding 4th of July Ice Cream Social, Dairy Day at the MOOseum, and Fort Koshkonong 
Rendezvous 

 Action, if needed:  

10. Project and facility updates:   

11. Upcoming meeting dates 

 Development Committee Meeting: Thursday, August 4, 4:00 p.m. 

  Please note, the August board meeting will be cancelled 

13. Items for agenda for next meeting 

14. Announcements 

15. Adjourn  

 Upcoming Museum events: 

 July 30th: Walking Tour, 8:30 and 10:30 am 
 August 6th: 1901 Water Tower and 1841 Foster House open to public, 10 am-noon 
 August 6th: 10am -4pm: Quilt Show  
 August 27th: Walking Tour, 8:30 and 10:30 am 
 September 3rd: 1901 Water Tower and 1841 Foster House open to public, 10 am-noon 

 

FORT ATKINSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S BOARD MEETING 

Thursday, July 21, 2022    4:00 pm 

401 Whitewater Ave, Fort Atkinson, WI 53538  920-397-9914 
www.hoardmuseum.org 

 



Hoard Historical Museum 
Fort Atkinson Historical Society Board of Directors Meeting 

Thursday, June 16, 2022 at 4 p.m.  

 
 1. Call to Order at 4:02 by President Marie Nelson. 

2. Roll Call: Board Members: Jack Blodget (absent), Bill Camplin, Bonnie Geyer, Karen Gómez, Sue 
Johnson, Denice Jones, Jenny Kalvai�s (absent), Josh Kline, John Molinaro (absent), Marie Nelson, Joel 
Winn  
Standing Members: Merrilee Lee, Steve Larson (absent) (Dairy Shrine representa�ve), Megan Hartwick 
(City Council representa�ve), Rebecca LeMire (City Manager)  
Other Atendees: none  
 
3. Public Comments:  none 

4. Approval of previous board mee�ng minutes and commitee mee�ng: (minutes routed prior to mee�ng) 

 Action: Motion to approve B. Camplin, S. Johnson seconded .  Approved 

5. Director’s Report: (routed prior to mee�ng) 

• The museum hosted several tour groups and especially school groups at the end of May.   
• New volunteer training con�nues.  We con�nue to get new people.  The total stays fairly constant 

due to people moving on.  (225-230 is about our average).  Director feels the success of the 
volunteer program is due to having an employee responsible for recruitment, scheduling, and 
training. 

• The museum con�nues to receive posi�ve comments from visitors. 
• There will be updates on the recent public events (July 4th, Dairy Day at the MOOseum, and the 

Rendezvous) at the July board mee�ng. 

6. Treasurer’s Report: (routed prior to mee�ng) 

No report.  

7. Commitee Reports:  

 Development: (routed prior to mee�ng) 

 The proposed beer tours are being planned for 2023. 

8. Approval of checks over $500 for May: (routed prior to mee�ng) 

There was no discussion.  

Action: Motion to approve K. Gomez, seconded D. Jones. Approved. 

9. Report regarding status of dugout canoe and carbon-da�ng results.  

The dugout canoe, which is on display in the Mounds exhibit, carbon dated to the late 1700s to the early 
1900s.  Given its history, it likely dates to roughly 1800.  Two archaeologists from the state of Wisconsin 
were here to document the shape and condi�on of the canoe.  Staff will work on iden�fying what type of 
wood the canoe was made from.  The carbon da�ng tests were made possible by a donor. 

10. Museum Moment: What is the collec�ons policy? (Director’s teaching moment) 



Hoard Historical Museum 
Fort Atkinson Historical Society Board of Directors Meeting 

Thursday, June 16, 2022 at 4 p.m.  

 
• Collec�ons policy is the policy that all museums use to determine what to keep as part of the 

collec�on.   
• Hoard Museum policy is geographic based, meaning that item must have some connec�on to the 

Fort Atkinson area.    
• Policy also explains how to process items and how to deaccession.    

11. Project and facility updates: 

None. 

12. Upcoming mee�ng dates: 

 Development Commitee Mee�ng: Thursday, July 7, 4:00 p.m. 

 Full Board Mee�ng: Thursday, July 21, 4:00 p.m.  

13. Items for agenda for next mee�ng: 

None 

14. Announcements:  

None 

15. Adjourn at 4:27, mo�on to adjourn by S. Johnson, seconded by D. Jones.  Adjourned. 

 

 



 

Fort Atkinson Historical Society Development Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, June 2, 2022 

Vice-President Bill Camplin called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. Present: Marie Nelson, Karen 
Gomez, Bill Camplin, Bonnie Geyer, John Molinaro, Jenny Kalvaitis, and Merrilee Lee.  

The committee heard an update on the Smithsonian exhibit, “Habitat.” Suggestions given by committee 
members include working with Tall Grass Restoration, Karen Ulbrich and other butterfly monitoring 
programs, an educational backpack check-out program, partnering with Friends of Rose Lake, and other 
suggestions. Staff will follow up on the suggestions for future programming. 

Merrilee informed the committee that staff is concerned about the viability of hosting the Historic Bar 
Crawl this fall and proposed postponing it until next year.  The committee agreed. 

Bonnie Geyer moved to adjourn the meeting, Karen Gomez seconded. Meeting ended at 4:35 p.m.    
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MONTHLY BOARD MEETING 
July 21, 2022 

Knox Library and Research Room 
Hoard Historical Museum 

401 Whitewater Ave. 
Fort Atkinson, WI 53538 

 
MUSEUM DIRECTOR’S REPORT                                                                                   

June 2022 

Total Attendance June, 2022= 1,392 (June, 2021 =811)  
   YTD: 5,310     YTD: 1,772                                      
            Offsite attendance: none 
Total Volunteer Hours June, 2022= 417 (June, 2021=476) 
Total Retail Sales  June, 2022= $1,232.57 (June, 2021=$1,118.61) 
    Amount spent per transaction: $28.99     
Membership Renewals June, 2022=1 
Membership New  June, 2022=0 
Researchers   June, 2022=16 
     In-person inquiries:10        
     E-mail inquiries: 4 
     Phone inquiries:2 
 
Tours/Group visits: Luther Elementary 4th grade; Peony garden tour 
 
Room Usage (non-Museum programs:) Surprise birthday party: Jones Dairy Farm private 
event; Carolyn Weh memorial  
 
Museum Programs: Water Tower/Foster House open houses; Garden Education program; 
Members Only program on Prohibition; Dairy Day at the MOOseum; Walking tours 
 
Quotable Quotes from Visitors Log: Nice display, love cows!; We love the museum, xoxo; 
Informative and interesting; Wonderful; Enjoyed the peonies an the movie about the mounds; 
Fascinating and informative; Very nice; Thank you; Thanks; Amazing; Nice museum; 
Wonderful; An amazing place; Very interesting; Thank you!; Fun, enjoyed the dairy; Enjoyed 
the museum, liked the house, nice memories of dairy farming 
 

 
Volunteer Hours for June 2022:    

Greeters   164.75 
Archive Assistants 104 
Board  4 
Exhibits   0 
Collections  8 

401 Whitewater Avenue, Fort Atkinson, WI 
www.hoardmuseum.org 

P: 920 563-7769    F: 920 568-3203 
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Volunteer Coordination 5.5 
Tour guides 0 
Gift Shop   1 
Gardening    13 
Events/Programs 90.25 
Office 0 
Oral History 9 
Foster House  7 
Other  0 
Maintenance  0 
Intern 0 
Water Tower 10.5 
TOTAL HOURS June 417 
  

 
 
FINANCIAL:  
 In June, the Museum received no gifts over $500.  
 The museum was designated as a recipient for donations in memory of Carolyn Weh 

and Jim Weiss 
 

MEMBERSHIP: 
 Staff is finalizing plans for a members-only and volunteer enrichment program (VEP) 

private tour to be held at the 1901 Water Tower. The tour will be open only to 
members and volunteers.   

 
STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS: 
 We were saddened by the loss of three long-time volunteers: Carolyn Weh, Jim Weiss 

and Paul Babcock.  Staff attended each of their memorial services and send cards on 
behalf of the museum.  
 

RETAIL SALES PROGRAM: 
 Staff continues to work to improve retail sales in the gift shop.  The museum continues 

to add new merchandise while also retaining solid sellers. 
 The museum recently began highlighting the book selections from our book club 

which seems to be generating interest in the book club. The book club meets the 
second Wednesday of every-other month at 10 am. 
 

MUSEUM PROGRAMMING: 
 June is a busy month for museum programming. We hosted walking tours, Water 

Tower and Foster House open houses, and garden education programs. 
 The 8th annual Dairy Day at the MOOseum was held in person this year.  It had been 

done as a drive-by event the past 2 years.  In attendance this year were 650 people plus 
12 cows. We also had the Jefferson County Fairest of the Fair attending plus 
representatives from Hoard’s Dairyman, as well as Dairy Farmers of America and 
Jefferson County Agribusiness Club.  The museum sold root beer floats, the 
agribusiness club sold grilled cheese sandwiches and it seems that all who attended 
enjoyed themselves.  Plus the cows all went home at the end of the day! 
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COLLECTIONS & ARCHIVES: 
 With the addition of Maddy Tabor as collections manager, collections work has 

resumed at a pleasing pace. 
 Staff continues to work on improving finding aids in the archives. 

 
EXHIBITS: 
 The Smithsonian exhibit, hosted by the museum for the next two years, opened on 

Saturday, May 21 with a members-only sneak peek on Friday, May 20 from 5-7 pm. 
The weather did not cooperate for the opening of an outside exhibit but museum staff 
has plans for future programming in conjunction with the exhibit. 

 
FACILITIES UPDATES: 
 One exterior surveillance camera is still malfunctioning.  PerMar Security is still 

working on tracing down the issue.  
 One of the museum’s air conditioning compressors is malfunctioning.  Kleckers 

Heating and Cooling is working on the issue. 
 Museum staff alerted the police regarding an incident in our peony garden.  Staff 

found several peony stalks ripped out of the ground.  Upon review of the surveillance 
cameras, staff found that a juvenile male had stomped on the peonies plus ripped out 
the stalks.  Staff called the Fort PD, who reviewed the surveillance camera footage and 
sought out the juvenile.  They located him and wrote him a ticket for destruction of 
property. Hopefully, the young man makes better decisions in the future. 
 
OUTREACH & MARKETING: 

 Dana and Merrilee held a lesson on Native American lifeways for the 4th graders at 
Luther Elementary.  This is the 3rd year we’ve taught this lesson to them and we are 
grateful to be able to share.  The teachers continue to enjoy the lesson and provide 
helpful feedback. The hope is to spread the lesson to other schools both in and out of  
the school district. 

 Merrilee attended a meeting at the Bark River Woods Museum in Hebron regarding the 
continued county-wide WWII programming. 
 



Fort Atkinson Historical Society – 

Financial Report, quarter ending 6/30/2022 

 

The FAHS Q2 2022 experienced an operating loss of $11,466 and a net loss of 
$184,514. Trust income and Membership Dues income are both $18k under 
budget. The FAHS has yet to record received funds from the Dairy Shrine in 2022; 
in 2021 a $1,250 payment was received each quarter. Employee related expenses 
and program related expenses were below budget YTD.  

 

The Mary Hoard Trust, with a 6/30 balance of $1,028,162 is down $182,269 year 
over year, this after reductions of $22,5000 going into checking. The decline in 
balance is reflective of the change in market valuations of investment holdings. 
This change, be it positive or negative, is posted to net income each quarter and is 
sensitive to the same factors that the stock market is.  

Joshuah Kline 

7/20/2022 

 

 

 



                                FORT ATKINSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Balance Sheet

                                                        At Jun 30, 2022

2022 2021 $ Change

Assets
Cash 146,256 73,670 72,586
Accts Receivable 9 9 0
Trust & MM 1,028,162 1,210,431 (182,269)
Inventories 16,766 17,453 (687)
Land & Building 25,950 25,950 0
Total Assets $1,217,143 $1,327,513 ($110,370)

Liabilities
Designated Contrib Reserves 27,800 20,692 7,108
Artifact Purchase Reserve 1,063 1,063 0
Rendezvous Reserve 8,797 3,407 5,390
Technology Reserve 17,734 14,244 3,490
Current Liabilities 9,316 6,662 2,654
Total Liabilities $64,710 $46,068 $18,642

Equity
Opening Bal Equity 248,916 248,916 0
Restricted Funds 0 0
Retained Earnings (All other capital) 1,088,031 938,478 149,553
Trust Capital Gains/(Losses) (173,058) 40,995 (214,053)
Net Income (11,466) 53,056 (64,522)
Total Equity $1,152,423 $1,281,445 ($129,022)
Total Liabilities & Equity $1,217,133 $1,327,513 ($110,380)

                       Page 1



                             FORT ATKINSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
                                           Consol Profit and Loss
                                              Jan thru Dec, 2022

           1st Quarter      Diff                YTD      Diff Tot Yr '22
2022 2021  '22 vs '21 2022 2021  '22 vs '21 Budget

     +(-)      +(-)
Income -
Historical Society
Room Use 415 50 365 495 50 445 0
Contributions Undesig 2,745 11,696 (8,951) 16,108 63,322 (47,214) 18,400
Contributions Desig 0 0 0 (26) 0 (26) 0
Funds from Dairy Shrine 0 1,250 (1,250) 0 2,500 (2,500) 5,000
Trust (6,636) 15,249 (21,885) 4,614 28,966 (24,352) 45,000
Membership 715 555 160 4,535 3,230 1,305 22,000
Misc 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sales 1,293 1,001 292 1,188 922 266 2,000
Special Events 0 0 0 0 0 0 1,000
  Tot Hist Soc Income ($1,469) $29,801 ($31,270) $26,914 $98,990 ($72,076) $93,400
City Funding 
From Taxes & City 31,380 52,847 (21,467) 70,180 98,605 (28,425) 154,700
    Hoard Trust Acct
Total Income $29,911 $82,648 ($52,737) $97,094 $197,595 ($100,501) $248,100
Expenses-
Capital Improvements 0 0 0 180 0 180 0
Employee 38,920 51,846 (12,926) 78,529 102,052 (23,523) 171,696
Maint - Museum 2,454 8,870 (6,416) 4,298 14,031 (9,733) 11,100
Maint - Foster House 1,572 1,512 60 1,944 1,885 59 2,750
Museum Ops (Ex/Coll) 966 3,765 (2,799) 789 3,508 (2,719) 2,000
Programs (618) 887 (1,505) (4,975) (3,537) (1,438) (3,115)
Historic Pres Comm 0 64 (64) 1,200 64 1,136 1,200
Office Operations 3,806 4,445 (639) 6,484 8,694 (2,210) 16,000
Artifact Acquisition 0 0 0 0 0 0 1,500
Promotional 1,378 683 695 2,317 842 1,475 5,000
Insurance 0 0 0 0 0 0 6,000
Telephone 107 97 10 257 292 (35) 1,000
Utilities 8,854 9,259 (405) 16,290 14,780 1,510 30,000
Misc 1,246 1,132 114 1,246 1,928 (682) 2,500
Total Expense $58,685 $82,560 ($23,875) $108,560 $144,539 ($35,979) $247,631
Ordinary Inc/(Def) ($28,774) $88 ($28,862) ($11,466) $53,056 ($64,522) $469
Special Res Technology 0 0 0 0 0
Special Res Exhibits 0 0 0 0 0
Net Income(Expense) ($28,774) $88 ($11,466) $53,056 $469



                             FORT ATKINSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
                                                   Profit and Loss
                                              Jan thru Dec, 2022

           1st Quarter      Diff                YTD      Diff Tot Yr '22
2022 2021  '22 vs '21 2022 2021  '22 vs '21 Budget

     +(-)      +(-)
Income -
Room Use 415 50 365 495 50 445 0
Contributions Undesig 2,745 11,696 (8,951) 16,108 63,322 (47,214) 18,400
Contributions Desig 0 0 0 (26) 0 (26) 0
Funds from Dairy Shrine 0 1,250 (1,250) 0 2,500 (2,500) 5,000
Trust (6,636) 15,249 (21,885) 4,614 28,966 (24,352) 45,000
Membership 715 555 160 4,535 3,230 1,305 22,000
Misc 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sales 1,293 1,001 292 1,188 922 266 2,000
Special Events 0 0 0 0 0 0 1,000
Total Income ($1,469) $29,801 ($31,270) $26,914 $98,990 ($72,076) $93,400
Expenses- 0
Capital Improvements 0 0 0 180 0 180 0
Employee 19,074 17,637 1,437 30,930 33,846 (2,916) 68,696
Maint  - Museum 1,155 435 720 1,582 713 869 3,600
Maint - Foster House 1,572 1,512 60 1,944 1,885 59 2,750
Museum Ops (Ex/Coll) 966 3,765 (2,799) 789 3,508 (2,719) 2,000
Programs (618) 887 (1,505) (4,975) (3,537) (1,438) (3,115)
Office Operations 2,532 3,662 (1,130) 4,367 6,749 (2,382) 10,000
Artifact Acquisition 0 0 0 0 0 0 1,500
Promotional 1,378 683 695 2,317 842 1,475 5,000
Misc 1,246 1,132 114 1,246 1,928 (682) 2,500
Total Expense $27,305 $29,713 ($2,408) $38,380 $45,934 ($7,554) $92,931
Ordinary Inc/(Def) ($28,774) $88 ($28,862) ($11,466) $53,056 ($64,522) $469
Special Res Technology 0 0 0 0 $0
Special Res Exhibits 0 0 0 0 $0
Net Income(Expense) ($28,774) $88 ($11,466) $62,959 $469
Non-Operating Income 0
Trust Capital Gains ($101,810) $10,856 ($112,666) ($173,048) $10,856 ($183,904)
**Note - these figures do not include City share of Museum funding
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                        CITY OF FORT ATKINSON MUSEUM FUNDING
                                                   Profit and Loss
                                              Jan thru Dec, 2022

     Diff     Diff Tot Yr '22
2022 2021  '22 vs '21 2022 2021  '22 vs '21 Budget

     +(-)      +(-)
Income -
From Taxes & City 31,380 52,847 (21,467) 70,180 98,605 (28,425) 154,700
        Hoard Trust Acct 0
Total Income $31,380 $52,847 ($21,467) $70,180 $98,605 ($28,425) $154,700

$0
Expenses- 0

0
Employee 19,846 34,209 (14,363) 47,599 68,206 (20,607) 103,000
Maintenance 1,299 8,435 (7,136) 2,716 13,318 (10,602) 7,500
Historic Pres Comm 0 64 (64) 1,200 64 1,136 1,200
Office Operations 1,275 783 492 2,118 1,945 173 6,000
Insurance 0 0 0 0 0 0 6,000
Telephone 107 97 10 257 292 (35) 1,000
Utilities 8,854 9,259 (405) 16,290 14,780 1,510 30,000
Total Expense $31,380 $52,847 ($21,467) $70,180 $98,605 ($28,425) $154,700
Net Income(Expense) $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
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 2:17 PM

 07/06/22

 Fort Atkinson Historical Society

 Check Detail

 June 2022

Type Num Date Name Item Account Paid Amount

Liability Check EFT 06/11/2022 Internal Revenue Service 1010 · Checking Account

2215 · Payroll Liabilities (129.00)

2215 · Payroll Liabilities (469.84)

2215 · Payroll Liabilities (469.84)

2215 · Payroll Liabilities (109.90)

2215 · Payroll Liabilities (109.90)

(1,288.48)

Check 19945 06/08/2022 Allen Creek Rentals 1010 · Checking Account

1862 · Rendezvous - Expense (1,200.00)

(1,200.00)

Check 19974 06/29/2022 APG of Southern Wisconsin 1010 · Checking Account

1862 · Rendezvous - Expense (854.10)

(854.10)
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2022 Summer Event Updates 
 

4th of July update: 

The 4th of July ice cream social is held on the 4th of July from 1-3 pm on the Museum’s 
grounds. 

People in attendance: 565 people attended the 2-hour event. 

Event Income: $1,340 

Event Expense: $1,045.16 

Museum Income after Expenses: $295.44 

Staff hours: 116 hours (please note, this includes 5 employees working a 5-hour day and 
3 employees working an 8-hour day of the event; event preparation time is 67 hours) 

Volunteer hours: 51.25 hours 

Fun fact: The event used 27 gallons of ice cream and 34 lbs of strawberries. 

Goals of the event:  

1. Provide a location for a community celebration of Independence Day and 
continue a museum tradition. 

2. Fulfill our mission of preserving, protecting, and promoting our area’s history. 
3. Lowers the barriers of entry for non-museum users and/or encourages returning 

users. 
4. Increases the number of museum stakeholders in the community. 

Were these goals met?        Staff opinion: Yes.  

 For the past several years, the Museum has been the only 4th of July 
celebration in Fort Atkinson.   

 The museum has been hosting the ice cream social for over 44 years; it is a 
community tradition which we are known for hosting. 

 Through temporary exhibits, select readings, and implementing historic 
crafts/activities, the museum fulfills its mission by connecting the history 
of the 4th of July to today’s world. 

 The event continues to serve as a vital method for reducing entry barriers 
for non-users and returning users while also increasing the number of 
museum stakeholders in the community.  

 

 

 



2022 Summer Event Updates 
 

Dairy Day update: 

Dairy Day is held on the 3rd Saturday of June, from 11 am – 2pm on the Museum’s 
grounds. 

People in attendance: Roughly 650 people attended the 3-hour event.  

Event Income: $3,506.41 

Event Expense: $1,406.83 

Museum Income after Expenses: $2,099.58 

Staff hours: 138 hours (please note, this includes 3 employees working a 6-hour day and 
2 employees working an 8-hour day of the event; event preparation time is 104 hours) 

Volunteer hours: 98.25 hours 

Fun fact: There were 9 cows and calves in attendance at this year’s event. 

Goals of the event:  

1. Help bring awareness to the dairy industry and its role in Wisconsin’s 
economy. 

2. Highlight the value and importance of dairy farmers to our economy. 
3. Fulfill our mission of preserving, protecting, and promoting our area’s 

history. 
4. Lowers the barriers of entry for non-museum  users and/or encourages 

returning users, particularly young families (children under 10 years old). 
5. Increases the number of museum stakeholders in the region. 

Were these goals met?     Staff opinion: Yes.  

 A major part of our museum’s narrative includes the story of dairy in 
Wisconsin (i.e., W.D. Hoard, the National Dairy Shrine, etc.). Through our 
event partnerships with the Dairy Farmers of America, the Wisconsin Farm 
Bureau, and other milk/dairy marketing entities, we help promote the 
importance of dairy to our health and economy while also fulfilling our 
mission. 

 Through our partnerships with local dairy farmers, we host the best cows as 
well as farmers who attend and share their daily world with non-farm 
audience members. 

 Many of the people in attendance at Dairy Day are new museum-users who 
once they’ve discovered the museum, return to visit the museum or attend 
other programs. The event has increased our stakeholders in the dairy 
industry plus through new museum users.  



2022 Summer Event Updates 
 

Rendezvous 

The Rendezvous is held over Memorial Day weekend in Rock River Park. 

People in attendance: Total unclear. School Day (Friday, May 27) had 494 attendees.  No 
attendance information was collected on Saturday, May 28 by the event committee.  
Sunday, May 29 had 774 people in attendance. 

Event Income: $11,345.75 

Event Expense: $7,116.29 

Museum Income after Expenses: $ -387.46 (Cost to provide busing to event for 
local schools) 

Staff hours: 148 hours (please note, this includes 1 employee working the equivalent to 
a 6-hour day during the event; event preparation time is 142 hours) 

Volunteer hours: Total unclear.  

Fun fact: The Rendezvous event was created to help raise funds for the maintenance of 
the reproduction fort in Rock River Park. 

Goals of the event:  

 The Rendezvous committee’s goal was to hold the event. The museum has no 
goals for this event.   

Were these goals met?  

 The event occurred. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Dairy Day: Public Comments 

 Amazing! 

 First time here! 

 Love the cows! 

 Sandwiches and floats are great. 

 Really enjoy the activities for kiddos 

 Glad it’s in person again 

 So much to do! And we got to pet a cow! 

 The cow contest was awesome! Who won? 

 I’m surprised at how many painted cows! 

 Are you going to auction off the painted cows? 

 This is so nice for kids 

 

4th of July Ice Cream Social: Public Comments 

 Thank you so much! 

 Awesomeness! 

 So glad it’s in person again 

 Where are the cookies? 

 Why are those children and people wearing masks? It’s child-abuse 

 I haven’t been back here in years! The building is so much bigger than when I 

was last here. 

 Happy to be back in person! 

 I’m glad to see that we use compostable bowls 

 I really like the music and the acoustics 



2022 Fort Koshkonong Rendezvous Survey 

 15 participants / including 3 teachers from School Day 

 Survey sent via e-mail to School Day teachers and printed in the Fort Post Newspaper. Responses from 

teachers are * and reflect programming during School Day, held on Friday.  

Q2 What did you like about this event? 

1.) Not really anything. 

2.) The price was decent 

3.) The kids get to learn history in a way they won’t anywhere else, plus they can buy things that won’t see 
anywhere else. And, of course, the root beer is fantastic! 

4.) not much 

5.) My kids got to do stuff. I wish they could have done more. 

6.) The trolley was free 

7.) It was affordable and outside 

* 8.) Everything was so engaging and interactive. It was a bit chilly, but we made the most of our time there 
despite the cold temperatures.  

* 9.) Hands on activities for kids and a separate day dedicated to the students 

* 10.) Just having the games and other hands on activities for the kids to participate in. 

11.) a few of the tents had people who knew about the past and were able to share it with my kids (I have to 
say, most were disengaged, more interested in talking to each other than paying visitors) A few of the tents 
had educational games and activities 

12.) Great setting, friendly people, nice reminder of the way things used to be way back when 

13.) Many hands on activities provided by the vendors. Very affordable too! 

14.) The hinds on and interactive activities 

15.) The weather was nice. 

Q1 How did you learn about this event? 



Q3 What did you dislike about this event? 

1.) The event was extremely racist. How does this happen in 2022? 

2.) I was horrified during the entire event. I came expecting a fairly decent portrayal of history and what was 

shown was not decent at all. My wife is a history teacher who was scoping out the event for a future fieldtrip. 

What she saw turned her off from ever bringing her several classes of students to this event. The 

misrepresentation of Amer-Indian culture and early Wisconsin history was disturbing. 

3.) This year there was no food to purchase and only a couple of trading tents. There was no tomahawk 

throwing. In general, not as many people as usual.  

4.) inaccuracies 

5.) Not all of the costume workers wanted to talk or show us their stuff. I wanted to compete in the 

tomahawk contest but only the costume workers got to. The guy was nice about it and told me how throwing 

works, but I wanted to try it. Don’t see why not.  

6.) Everything. I was expecting more. There were activities my family couldn’t do that looked fun. No 

reenactors really talked to us. Only one group even talked to us.  

7.) The history being shown. I have Native American ancestors and I was deeply offended by how their 

culture was being used by white people.  

* 8.) It is so hard having vendors. We always encourage our kiddos not to bring money as we don’t want 

them losing it/getting stolen, etc. They are always so tempted—so we stay away from these areas. It would 

also be great to have a lunch spot. We struggled with this as the ground was wet from the rain and ended up 

sitting on sidewalks.  

* 9.) There were fewer participants/vendors this year. 

* 10.) There was no tomahawk throwing and no kettle corn.  

11.) Not many tents talked to us. I was told this was educational and would be a fun family event. A tent also 

complained about “damn kids” touching his things and said they shouldn’t though things and just look with 

their eyes.  

12.) Nothing 

13.) There was no central information area. We were particularly interested in the pie eating contest but 

never found it’s location. We asked three different sutlers but they explained there had been very little 

information shared with them regarding the schedule of events.  

14.) The fact that there were fewer displays than previous years 

15.) Some of the demonstration people were creepy and I did not want them around my children 



Q4 Did you interact with the reenactors at the Fort Koshkonong Rendezvous? Describe your 
experience.  

1.) It wasn’t apparent that they were reenactors, in the sense that there are reenactors at Colonial 
Williamsburg and other living history sites and events. They seem like old, grumpy campers for the most part.  

2.) I tried to but many ignored my family with small children. We have been to many outdoor museums like 
Old World Wisconsin and expected the campers to be similar to the costumed folks at Old World. The people 
at the Rendezvous were not like them at all. Only a few were even friendly. 

3.) All of the interactions I had were excellent. My only complaint was when the reenactors started making 
up history, like “when George Washington attacked Fort Ticonderoga, he used mortars like this.” 

4.) no 

5.) The tomahawk guy was great! The teepee tent group didn’t turn around to see us. There were lots of 
costumed teen workers who told my family about butter and the meat. I didn’t do it, but I watched the 
blacksmiths in the fort. They were good with the kids and I learned too.  

6.) I tried but most didn’t want to talk to me or my family. They just ignored us.  

7.) I tried but they wouldn’t speak to me. Most just wanted to do what they were doing. Only one campsite 
making butter talked to us about what they were doing.  

* 8.) Students loved this part! We do an Apple Valley unit where we learn about history and life during 
pioneer times. The kids were so excited to see them in costume and to interact with them. They also were so 
excited to see Mr. Brown from the JC Historical Society there as a fur trader. (he did a presentation for us a 
few weeks ag) Most really enjoyed working with students and really tried to keep interest. We especially 
loved the doctor (we sat down as a whole third grade for his presentation) and all the demonstrations in the 
Fort. There were so many great presenters! 

* 9.) Yes. We particularly enjoyed those who were near the fort. They were great about telling the history of 
Wisconsin and demonstrating the trades/skills of the time period. The kids loved seeing a squirrel roasting 
and playing pioneer games.  

* 10.) The reenactors were fantastic! Their knowledge of the time period keeps the students interested in 
everything they are making/talking about. 

11.) Like I said, some of the tents were interested in sharing what they knew, but most just wanted to talk to 
each other. We felt like we were busting up their party.  

12.) Interacted with a number of them, especially enjoyed talking with the traveling doctor and the crew in 
the fort making metal objects. All reenactors though seemed very knowledgeable and approachable. 

13.) Yes! They were all very friendly and forth coming with details of a fur trappers life. 

14.) Most of them were extremely friendly and informative! 

15.) As I mentioned, my interactions were limited and I didn’t want them around my children. They seemed a 
little creepy. 



Q5 How organized was the event?  

Q6 How convenient or inconvenient is the date and time of the event for you? What changes would 
you recommend?  

1.) The date is fine but not great for schools. Our son’s school finished before this weekend and his class 
would not be able to attend, although if the school mentioned it as a possibility, I would strongly encourage 
them to NOT come to this event.  

2.) We are used to it being at this time, so it is fairly routine. I just found out that it will be on our last day of 
school next year, so I don’t know that we will be able to come.  

3.) okay 

4.) We usually go up north this weekend but didn’t this year. Maybe most it away from the end of the school 
year, it’s just a really busy time.  

5.) The date is ok. 

6.) The date doesn’t matter but the treatment of Native Americans does. I recommend the people organizing 
the event think about how their event would make actual Native Americans feel  

* 7.) I think the date is okay. We don’t get out as some districts though. I really enjoy having it on a Friday as 
a field trip days are exhausting and it’s good to have a weekend to follow. We also tried doing a half day at 
the Rendezvous and a half day at the Hoard Museum. This really helped but next time, maybe flipping and 
doing the museum first and the Rendezvous second. It was hard to keep the kids engaged after being 
outside/a bit more free in the morning. 

* 8.) The date works fine for is. It’s the end of the year and always being the Friday before Memorial Day 
weekend makes it easy to plan for/ 

* 9.) I like the fact that it is always the same date (Friday of Memorial Day weekend)! There is no guessing as 
to when this field trip will be.   

10.) Holiday weekends are hard but it worked ok this year 

11.) Very convenient to have it fall during a holiday weekend  

12.) The weekend and time was very convenient. No complaints  

13.) This is a great time for a field trip, and the arrival times are flexible.  



Q7 How could we improve future events?  

1.) It was impossible to tell what exactly was being interpreted. Is it supposed to be a celebration of the 
1600s fur trade and its exploitation of the Native Americans? Is it supposed to reenact Wisconsin’s pioneer 
days? Is it a celebrating the Black Hawk War, which would be a celebration of genocide?   

2.) This sounds mean but my nephew said, “This is like if Old World Wisconsin had a trailer park.” I don’t 
know how or where you get these people to camp here but they need to be better. Whoever organizes and 
gets these people needs to do better too. 

3.) If you have more reenactors, there are more people to interact with, and more things to do so we stay 
occupied the whole time we are there. 

4.) more interactive experiences 

5.) Have all of the costume workers talk and show off their tents. We came to learn and have fun. More food 
tents.  

6.) Have more for visitors to do and have people who actually want to talk to other people 

7.) Think about what history you’re showing and ask if it’s the history you want to show.   

* 8.) I think maybe having a bit more of a schedule for where/when to have lunch for schools. We found with 
the rain/we ground – it was hard to sit in the grass. A map of the different areas could be helpful as well if 
you know in advance who will be there.  

* 9.) Hopefully, there will be more participants next year. There seemed to be fewer vendors and I missed the 
hatchet throwing and fire starting from years past. 

* 10.) Keep doing what you are doing!! Maybe another hands on activity on the north end? Was anyone 
making lead bullets? That was always interesting for the students to see that process.  

11.) Make sure tents take their job seriously and talk to the paying visitors. Make it so kids do things, like at 
Old World Wisconsin. It was too far to walk everywhere but one of my kids didn’t want to ride the tractor, so 
put all the tents in one spot.  

12.) Seeing people make stuff out of metal is always a highlight. You can never have too many of those 
reenactors. 

13.) Make sure the sulters aware of the schedule of events and their locations. 

14.) This is a great event. I have no other suggestions. 

15.) Don’t bring in creepy people.  



Q9 Would you recommend this event to a friend or co-worker?  

Q10 Overall, were you satisfied or dissatisfied with this event?  

Q7 Would you attend this event again? 



Q11 Is there anything else you’d like to share about your experience at this event?   

1.) This was even more haphazard than Harry Potter days in Jefferson, and could have only been more racist 

if children had been dressed in feathers and red paint.  

2.) I’m sorry if I sound harsh but you asked for opinions. I thought about mine before responding and 

decided that if I were in charge of this event, I would want to know how people attending felt about it. 

3.) I think I hit everything 

4.) no 

5.) Do better  

* 6.) We were so excited to have the ability to attend again post COVID. It is such a great opportunity for 

kids to see how life was like back then and we really enjoyed learning that most of the presenters stayed 

there for the weekend and really took on the life back then. 

* 7.) The kids thought this was the best field trip ever. They were excited to come back with small souvenirs 

they made like candles, rope, and wood they sawed. What a great event at a minimal cost. We greatly 

appreciate the bussing cost being provided. 

* 8.) Not really…it’s an amazing event for the students to see how things were simple, yet amazing, back in 

the 1800’s! 

9.) There was a woman lighting off a small cannon by the doctor. It scared by kids and she didnt seem to 

care. The blacksmithing and tanning in the old fort were really good tho. 

10.) Thank you! This is our favorite field trip! 
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